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The Bieler family's vast collection of wartime letters and photographs tell intimate, firsthand stories of five
young brothers and their parents. In Onward, Dear Boys, Philippe Bieler skilfully weaves together his own
voice with those of his grandparents, his father, and his uncles into a story of war, immigration, and family
life. Settling in the province of Quebec, then divided into French-speaking Catholics and English-speaking
Anglicans, was a struggle for these devout, francophone Calvinists, but with the unexpected declaration of
war in 1914 came an even greater challenge. In 1915 three of the five Bieler boys volunteered with the
Princess Patricia Regiment, and in 1916 the fourth son followed. The eldest, Jean, became an assistant to
Colonel Birkett, commander of the McGill-financed Canadian Hospital in Boulogne, and the second-eldest,
Etienne, was promoted to lieutenant of an artillery brigade. The other two were privates who fought in battles
including Sanctuary Wood, the Somme, Vimy, and Passchendaele, and in 1917, the fourth son, Philippe,
died at the front. Upon their return to civilian life, the surviving brothers became leaders in government,
science, and the arts : the eldest as Deputy Finance Director of the League of Nations, the second as a
colleague of Sir Ernest Rutherford in the research of the atom, and the third as President of the Federation of
Canadian Artists. The youngest, Jacques, who was too young to go to war, was an instigator of the CCF
party, a precursor to the NDP. Enlivened by a wealth of family archival material, Onward, Dear Boys is a
poignant story of the experiences of war and its impact on a family of new Canadians during the first decades
of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Rufus George:

The book Onward, Dear Boys: A Family Memoir of the Great War gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best
friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book
Onward, Dear Boys: A Family Memoir of the Great War being your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know
everything if you like start and read a publication Onward, Dear Boys: A Family Memoir of the Great War.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you
think about this guide?

Michael Banks:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Onward, Dear Boys: A Family
Memoir of the Great War book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just
a book.

Herbert Mikula:

Often the book Onward, Dear Boys: A Family Memoir of the Great War has a lot of information on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous
author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain
the point easily after scanning this book.

Raymond Guajardo:

Beside that Onward, Dear Boys: A Family Memoir of the Great War in your phone, it can give you a way to
get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might got here is
fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good
thing to have Onward, Dear Boys: A Family Memoir of the Great War because this book offers to your
account readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot
be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book along
with read it from currently!
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