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Inspired by President Dwight D. Eisenhower's "Atoms for Peace" speech, scientists at the Atomic Energy
Commission and the University of California's Radiation Laboratory began in 1957 a program they called
Plowshare. Joined by like-minded government officials, scientists, and business leaders, champions of
"peaceful nuclear explosions" maintained that they could create new elements and isotopes for general use,
build storage facilities for water or fuel, mine ores, increase oil and natural gas production, generate heat for
power production, and construct roads, harbors, and canals. By harnessing the power of the atom for
nonmilitary purposes, Plowshare backers expected to protect American security, defend U.S. legitimacy and
prestige, and ensure access to energy resources.

Scott Kaufman’s extensive research in nearly two dozen archives in three nations shows how science,
politics, and environmentalism converged to shape the lasting conflict over the use of nuclear technology.
Indeed, despite technological and strategic promise, Plowshare’s early champions soon found themselves
facing a vocal and powerful coalition of federal and state officials, scientists, industrialists,
environmentalists, and average citizens. Skeptical politicians, domestic and international pressure to stop
nuclear testing, and a lack of government funding severely restricted the program. By the mid-1970s,
Plowshare was, in the words of one government official, “dead as a doornail.” However, the thought of using
the atom for peaceful purposes remains alive.
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From reader reviews:

Homer Anderson:

The publication with title Project Plowshare: The Peaceful Use of Nuclear Explosives in Cold War America
has lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today.
That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of
the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Melissa Gusman:

Project Plowshare: The Peaceful Use of Nuclear Explosives in Cold War America can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into delight
arrangement in writing Project Plowshare: The Peaceful Use of Nuclear Explosives in Cold War America
nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource
info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you into completely new
stage of crucial pondering.

Terry Brown:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find book that need more
time to be examine. Project Plowshare: The Peaceful Use of Nuclear Explosives in Cold War America can
be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Barbara Robbins:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Project
Plowshare: The Peaceful Use of Nuclear Explosives in Cold War America.
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