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The name R. D. Laing continues to be widely recognized by those in the psychotherapy community in the
United States and Europe. Laing’s books are a testament to his breadth of interests, including the
understanding of madness, alternatives to conventional psychiatric treatment, existential philosophy and
therapy, family systems, cybernetics, mysticism, and poetry. He is most remembered for his devastating
critique of psychiatric practices, his controversial rejection of the concept of ‘mental illness,’ and his
groundbreaking center for people in acute mental distress at Kingsley Hall, London.

Most of the books that have been published about Laing have been written by people who did not know him
personally and were unfamiliar with Laing the man and teacher. The Legacy of R. D. Laing: An appraisal of
his contemporary relevance is composed by thinkers and practitioners who knew Laing intimately, some of
whom worked with Laing. This collection of papers brings a perspective and balance to Laing’s
controversial ideas, some of which were never addressed in his books. There has never been a collection of
papers that address so thoroughly the question of who Laing was and why he became the most famous
psychiatrist in the world.

As M. Guy Thompson’s collection illustrates, there are now a number of alternatives to psychiatry
throughout the world, and much of this can be credited to Laing’s influence. The Legacy of R. D. Laing will
ensure the reader has a keen grasp of who Laing was, what it was like to be his patient or his friend, and why
his thinking was far ahead of its time, even in the radical era of the 1970s. It is timely to appraise the nature
of his contribution and bring Laing back into contemporary conversations about the nature of sanity and
madness, and more humane approaches to helping those in profound mental distress. This book offers an in-
depth insight into the work of R.D. Laing. It will be a must read for psychoanalysts, psychotherapists, family
therapists, psychiatrists and academics alike.

M. Guy Thompson, PhD is a Personal and Supervising Analyst at the Psychoanalytic Institute of Northern
California and Chairman of Free Association, Inc., a non-profit organization devoted to the dissemination of
Laing’s ideas, in San Francisco. Dr. Thompson received his psychoanalytic training from R. D. Laing and
associates at the Philadelphia Association and is the author of numerous books and journal articles on
psychoanalysis, phenomenology, and schizophrenia. He currently lives in San Rafael, California.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond McMillion:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book The Legacy of R. D. Laing: An appraisal of his
contemporary relevance. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know
about how is important some sort of book The Legacy of R. D. Laing: An appraisal of his contemporary
relevance. You can add information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book as
well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's read.

John Yates:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this The Legacy of R. D. Laing: An appraisal of his
contemporary relevance book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Fred Prentice:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known
as of book The Legacy of R. D. Laing: An appraisal of his contemporary relevance. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
place to other place.

Joyce Francois:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you
also know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this The Legacy of R. D.
Laing: An appraisal of his contemporary relevance.
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