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Religious orders for women have existed for fifteen centuries, but their future in this century is bleak. In
1966, 180,000 women belonged to Catholic orders; by 1986 that number had decreased to 126,000. Helen
Rose Ebaugh tells the story of the decline of these orders, set against the back drop of rapid social change
and religious reform.
To illustrate the problem, Ebaugh takes us into a declining order, here named the Sisters of Service.  In 1990,
only one candidate sought admission to the order, and the median age of members reached 70. While these
demographic changes were occurring, the sisters adapted themselves to the reforms of Vatican II. The
concept of a cloistered life faded. Nuns sought college degrees, gave up their habits, moved into apartments,
and began to identify with the outside world. Vatican II further encouraged the nuns to democratize and
decentralize.  Many nuns accepted jobs that paid poorly but were consistent with their goal of social service.
They identified with the feminist movement and in turn influenced it.  
Ebaugh shows how declining orders have not followed the sociological model of organizational decline, one
typically marked by centralized authority, a fear of risk taking, lack of direction, internal conflicts over turf,
and low morale. Rather, they have established democratic structures, reduced internal positions in favor of
committing resources to empowering the poor, abandoned security in favor of diversity in jobs and missions,
minimized conflicts over scarce resources, and exhibited a sense of freedom rather than poor morale.   
Although Ebaugh is convinced that Catholic orders in the U.S. will not continue for long, non-canonical
communities of women and associate programs are growing. Dedicated women can perpetuate the mission
and spirit of the order without becoming vowed members.
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From reader reviews:

John Folsom:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Women in the Vanishing Cloister: Organizational Decline in
Catholic Religious Orders in the United States. Try to make book Women in the Vanishing Cloister:
Organizational Decline in Catholic Religious Orders in the United States as your good friend. It means that it
can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah,
it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , let us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Cinthia Jacobsen:

This book untitled Women in the Vanishing Cloister: Organizational Decline in Catholic Religious Orders in
the United States to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-
book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can
order it by way of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this
book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book
from your list.

Jonathan Baker:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Women in the Vanishing
Cloister: Organizational Decline in Catholic Religious Orders in the United States that give your satisfaction
preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as
the way for people to know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said
constantly that reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So
, for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick Women in the Vanishing
Cloister: Organizational Decline in Catholic Religious Orders in the United States become your current
starter.

Donald Barber:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Women in the Vanishing Cloister: Organizational Decline in Catholic Religious Orders



in the United States provide you with a new experience in examining a book.
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